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Cambridge as the objects of their generosity,
and the weaker monasteries were a welcome
resource. So Bishop Waynflete, the founder
of Magdalen at Oxford, in 1458 got Papal per-
mission to annex Selborne Priory, an almost
empty house of Austin Canons, and in 1496
Bishop Alcock tunned the Benedictine Nun-
nery of St. Radegund at Cambridge, which
had fallen into ill repute, into Jesus College.
The process went on more boldly as time
advanced. The Lady Margaret obtained
several religious houses for her two colleges
at Cambridge; Cardinal Wolsey got leave
to suppress no fewer than twenty-two for his
foundation at Oxford, and Henry VIII.
followed in the same path. Though he
dissipated Wolsey's original endowment, he
re-endowed Christ Church with monastic
lands and churches, and the great Abbey
of St. Mary at York was the chief source from
which he endowed Trinity College, Cambridge.
The cause of the decay of the religious houses
1 was in part financial. Some of the greatest,
especially St. Alban's, had never been ade-
quately endowed. They had great expenses,
and were expected to maintain a lavish
hospitality. This was possible till the friars
attracted the public mind and drew off the
large, though irregular, income from gifts